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Why Sail for the Future?
Because a rapid transition to a sustainable economy is essential for a clean and better future –
and it is possible. Together with companies and young thinkers, we accelerate the transition to a
sustainable economy. Many companies want to become sustainable, but think this is difficult or
expensive. And many individuals want to contribute, but don’t know how. Sail for the Future brings
these two together. Together we will work on the business case of a sustainable economy.
We unlock and develop the innovative potential of a large group of people to collectively contribute
to a better planet.

What is Sail for the Future?
Sail for the Future consists of a group of students and young professionals, affiliated with various
universities and companies, who want to contribute constructively to enable real change.
To kickstart change at established companies, we organize (sailing) innovation programs and
accelerate the transition to a sustainable business model. We do so in an environment that takes
participants out of their comfort zone, ensures team-building and inspires to come up with truly
innovative and ready to implement solutions. Combining sailing and Design Thinking has proven to
create a fruitful environment to facilitate constructive solutions to complex challenges.
After hosting sessions at COP26 (Glasgow) and at Springtij Forum (Terschelling) in 2021, we are
ready to tackle new challenges in 2022!

Why join us on this journey?
1.

A vision and concrete approach for sustainability within your organisation Use the
innovative capacity and the unique combination of passionate young leaders, scientists, and
other experts to make the strategy of your organisation or product future-proof. Together we
take concrete steps to accelerate the sustainable transition.
2. Allow young people to make a difference Participating in Sail for the Future is an opportunity
for young employees to be meaningful through their work and for young thinkers to have a
greater impact. Participants become ambassadors of sustainable change and take this energy
with them into their organisations and lives.
3. All hands on deck. Take the lead!

What do our innovation
programs look like?
During our innovation programs, we work on challenges
that we formulate in cooperation with the participating
organisations. Multidisciplinary teams consist of (young)
professionals from the participating organisations and young
thinkers that provide a fresh perspective. We believe that the
contribution of young people from outside the organization
who want to commit to a better world is something not to be
underestimated. The participants take the experience and
inspiration they gain here, back to the workplace, where they
become ambassadors of change.
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Samen naar SPringtij

Sail for the Future will host a sailing
innovation program that is focused
on personal development of young
thinkers while simultaneosly
putting the lessons learned
into practice with cases from
participating companies.

Sail for the Future will once again join
forces with educational institutes
and companies to organise an sailing
innovation program and sail towards the
sustainability festival ‘Springtij Forum’ on
Terschelling.

3-6 June
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In 2022, Sail for the Future will host two large sailing innovation programmes. In addition to
this, we are exploring several smaller events. For example, together with the Netherlands
Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Policy, we are exploring the possibility of joining the
Dutch delegation at COP27 in Egypte.

What did we achieve in 2021?
* Trouw Sustainable 100 - we were named one of
the top 100 sustainable initiatives in the Netherlands
by Dutch newspaper Trouw.
* COP26 - At the UN climate summit in Glasgow, we
hosted a live session about youth participation. Next
to our speakers series in the ‘Blue zone’, we hosted
two parallel ‘Innovation Stations’ in the Netherlands
where young thinkers and companies translated
ambition into action.

* Samen naar Springtij - As part of our education
branch we hosted a sailing innovation programme
where young thinkers from ROC and Aeres
Hogeschool tackled challenges from participating
companies. The results were presented at the
sustainability festival ‘Springtij Forum’ on Terschelling.
* Online sessions - During the Covid-pandemic we
hosted and participated in several online innovation
sessions for, among others, the TIAS School for
Business and Society and the Netherlands-British
Chamber of Commerce.

Our partners
At Sail for the Future, we work with several professional
partners who help us with their experience and
expertise. Partners include experts in innovation and
change management, personal development and
leadership, and event management. We shape our
programs together with guidance from our partners
so that optimal co-creation arises between the young
creative brainpower, and the organisations that join our
journey.

Practicalities
Our foundation maintains a non-profit status. Funding of
our programmes and volunteers is sought to be provided by
organisations participating in our innovation programmes.
Our sailing innovation programmes take place on tallships.
Tallships are large sailing vessels with a professional crew and
approx. 30 places per ship.
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in community
and we continue to grow!
Will you sail with us?

How do we deal with Covid-19?
We organize our events according to the government’s
regulations active at the time. According to those, we will take
the neccesary precautions and adjust our program wherever
necessary.
Although the COVID-19 pandemic has made it very challenging
for a lot of companies to keep their head above the water and
invest in innovation, it has also shown a need to think about
sustainable solutions and to rethink our current economy.
Let’s take this chance and really change for the better!

As Climate Envoy for the Netherlands, I attend many of the international summits
regarding climate policy and ambitions. Some of those, such as the 21st COP, where
the Paris Agreement was signed, truly help accelerate the transition to a sustainable
world. At others, it can be an arduous process, because other interests dominate the
debate. In the past few years, I have increasingly noticed that the interaction with
young, driven people has had a positive influence on the progress at international
debates. The figurehead of this movement is of course Greta Thunberg, but in practice
there is an incredibly diverse group of people, ranging from activists to experts.
Sail for the Future adds its own colour to this palette.

Marcel Beukeboom

Climate envoy for the Kingdom of the Netherlands

More than ever, Sail For The Future is a relevant initiative of young people who
understand that the future only has perspective when we work on it together now. While
the coronavirus demands our full attention at the moment, this is only a minor incident
when compared to what humanity is facing due to climate change. I hope that citizens,
organizations (large and small), and governments will show the same drive in tackling our
shared climate and biodiversity challenges. Fortunately, there are initiatives such as Sail
for the Future that raise awareness and are committed to solving this enormous problem.
Translation)

Prof.
Dr. Carla Koen
Professor of Technology Management and Entrepreneurship at TIAS School for Business and Society and
Eindhoven University of Technology

The people of Sail for the Future are organizing an exciting and visible event during which
real impact in the field of sustainability can be realised. Their power lies in bringing together
companies, governments and knowledge institutions. This group of enthusiastic young
people can challenge established institutions with their professional innovation programme.
The aspect of sustainable travel via sailing boats resonates with me personally and further
reinforces the message of Sail for the Future’s concept.” Translation)

Rob van Wingerden
Former-Ceo Royal Bam groep

In our international company, we are confronted daily with the power of constructive
collaboration in tackling the enormous sustainability challenges in a concrete, applicable
and executable way by using light in an innovative way. Governments, companies and
educational institutions are needed to kickstart change. With the people Sail for the
Future at the helm of their event, their enthusiastic, inspiring story and tireless energy will
make it possible to steer and accelerate this transition in the right direction! Translation)

Thomas
Leenders
Head of Public & Government Affairs Benelux & Europe · Signify
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